INTERVIEW WITH THE FOUNDER OLOF HANSSON

"The idea is simple -
some people actually get
upset by that fact”

WHAT IS WHITELINES?

Whitelines is a lot! A life investment, a set of values, a company and of course our products.

WHAT IS YOUR BACKGROUND? ARE YOU AN ART DIRECTOR? OR INDUSTRIAL
DESIGNER?

No, I used to work as a musician and had idea generation as a hobby. I have always been fasci-
nated by ideas. One day I took the lifeturning decision to change that relation, and since that
point, ideas have been my focus area.

AND WHAT EXACTLY WAS THE ORIGIN OF WHITELINES PAPER?

-1 was doing sketches and made photocopies of Sinko* when I got annoyed by the dark lines
disturbing my sketch. I realized that this was a familiar but annoying insight. When we then
started our product development work we also found that white lines on slightly colored paper
gave a really nice reading and writing experience. Both for the eye and the brain. I was struck
by the mission to make white lines available to everyone in the world.

AND THIS IDEA DIDN'T OCCUR SOMEWHERE ELSE?

No, not to our knowledge.

BUT, THE IDEA IS SO SIMPLE?
Yes, some people actually get upset by that fact...

A FEW YEARS AGO, EVERYONE WAS TALKING ABOUT A PAPERLESS SOCIETY, BUT AS
WE ALL KNOW IT IS NOT (YET) HERE. WHY ARE PEOPLE STILL USING PAPER?

I think the main reason is that people like the tactile connection you have to the media. The
fingers want to interact with the pen and the paper. The graphical elements and the fonts you
have access to via the computer is not very nuanced. Your creativity is limited to the copy. If
you use your own handwriting you have so many more options to express yourself. To believe
that paper should go out of fashion is like believing that we all should go to virtual reality
vacations in the future. - I believe we always will want to experience the scents, the tastes, the
feeling of the pen towards the paper.



YOU CLAIM THAT WHITELINES CAN SUPPORT YOUR CREATIVITY AND YET IT IS JUST
A PAPER? HOW?

The most creative idea generation processes are structured and rather templated. Structure
gives your brain the right support for free thinking. In the same way we claim that Whitelines
paper gives your brain and your ideas support without inhibiting your creativity.

IN YOUR VISION YOU SAY THAT YOU WANT EVERYONE TO FREE 1% MORE
CREATIVITY IN ORDER TO CREATE A BETTER WORLD. WHAT DO YOU, YOURSELF DO,
TO LIVE UP TO THAT?

There is one thing that I carry out and I think we all should do. That is, to be kind to each
other. The biggest threats to creativity are fear and old habits. Those in combination lead to
potentially wasted creativity.

So I want everyone to be kind to each other, listen and not be too quick to draw conclusions
in line with your previous experiences. They might be wrong you know...

//Interview by Michaela Wickman//

SAYINGS:

o White lines makes your notes stand out.
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM Dark lines distract, Whitelines don't.

@whitelinesaustralia @whitelinespaper Whitelines link scan your notes and makes

L L them easy to carry and share.
#whitelines #whitelines Y Y

#whitelinespaper #whitelinespaper Makes your notes look good.
Supporting your ideas.
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